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Good Samaritan awards embrace aging
The Calvin Community
Foundation honored two generous
donors at the second annual Good
Samaritan Recognition Luncheon
on June 19.

Group, both of which have long
been generous contributors to the
Calvin Community Foundation’s
efforts to spread public awareness
about the rewards and challenges

Angela Connolly, a member of the
Polk County Board of Supervisors,
accepted the award on behalf of
the board. Debbie DeCamp, vice
president of corporate marketing
and communications, and Emily
Stevens, who leads AEG’s
charitable committee, accepted on
behalf of the American Enterprise
Group.
Kent Zimmerman, who recently
retired from the Foundation board
after serving three terms, presented
the awards at the luncheon.

Debbie DeCamp and Emily Stevens accepted American Enterprise
Group’s award from Carl Koedam, Kent Zimmerman

“Good Sam” honors went to the
Polk County Board of Supervisors
and to the American Enterprise

A well-known Calvin family
provided entertainment for the
luncheon guests: Kevin and Mollie
of aging through the “Embrace
Cooney, recently retired from
Aging” campaign.
continued on pages 2 and 3

Residents reach Meals prep milestone
Meals from the Heartland has
established a milestone recognition
program to honor those
organizations and groups that give
time willingly and graciously to
label meal bags. Calvin Community
Resident Volunteers have recently
been recognized for labeling over
250,000 bags!
Calvin Community has provided
volunteer service to Meals from the
Heartland since September 2015.
Every first and third Wednesday
morning volunteers gather in the

Calvin Community
Recreation Room to
label bags used to
package food. Meals
from the Heartland
representatives bring
needed supplies and
supervise the project.
Over 100 million meals
have been provided
to help feed the
hungry in Iowa and
30 countries around
the world since 2008.

Meals from the Heartland volunteer coordinator
Sandy Niland (center) with volunteers Jack Rich
and Dee Benjamin

Meet three new Calvin employees
Cortney Hargenz-Hartz became
Calvin’s new Executive Assistant
and Office Manager in May following 15 years at Sammons Annuity
Group.

Emma says she loves working with
older adults because they offer so
much wisdom and life experience.

in Burlington but spending most
of his time on the back roads of Mt
Vernon.

“Everyone has unique life
experiences and I enjoy
being able to listen to
everyone’s accomplishments and life treasures,”
Emma said.

He loves camping and traveling
with his family, his two dogs, Joe
and Gravy, and likes to take them
riding in his Ford trucks or fishing
trout streams. At home, you can
usually find Nate grilling for the
family or fixing something in his
1870’s farmhouse in Beaverdale.

“I took a year off in-between jobs, as I wanted
to try to be a stay-athome-Mom,” said Cortney. “I quickly realized
I enjoy working more
than I thought.”
She chose Calvin because of our values.

Cortney

“I knew the employees
at Calvin made a difference in
individuals’ lives and I wanted to
work somewhere that
I, too, could make a difference.”
Cortney and her husband have five children,
four boys and one girl.

Emma grew up on a family farm outside of Jefferson, Iowa and enjoys
helping her brother and
parents with the crops.

In her free time, Emma
enjoys cooking and baking, going on
walks, playing slow-pitch softball,
riding her bike and volunteering.
Nate Nidey started at Calvin in May as the Manager
of Building and Grounds,
overseeing the Environmental Services Team.

“My hobbies mainly
consist of whatever my
N a t e c a m e f ro m t h e
kids are doing,” she exEngineering side of the
plained. “My oldest son
hotel industry in Iowa
Emma
plays football and I am
City, St Louis, and Balhis #1 fan. Last year I
timore, Maryland/DC.
made a different personalized shirt After over 10 years in hotels, Nate
to wear to every game!”
made the move back home
to Iowa with hi s wife JuEmma Tilley joined
lie, daughter Norah (13)
as Director of Social
and son Huck (10).
Services in May. Prior
to Calvin, she worked
Nate chose to work at
as a private caregiver
Calvin because he felt
for older adults while
immediately welcomed
attending school to beand part of the team, even
come a Licensed Master
during the interview proSocial Worker.
cess. The residents have
quickly grown their own
Nate
She has a degree in
special place in his heart.
Psychology from Iowa
“I feel accomplished every
State and a Master’s in
day knowing it is my job to help keep
Social Work from the University everyone safe.”
of Iowa. She also completed an
internship with Iowa City Hospice Nate grew up in Eastern Iowa, born
studied in Greece.

visit calvincommunity.org
to see more newsletter
profiles and event calendars

continued from cover...

Good Sam
KCCI-TV, and Brian Cooney, who
has volunteered to run Calvin’s
men’s group for five years.
The Cooneys have a special
connection to Calvin, where Kevin
and Brian’s father, Jim, has lived
since 2011 on the second floor of
Calvin West. Extended members
of the Cooney family -- including
children and a growing number
of grandchildren -- are regular
visitors Calvin, including some
out-of-towners who have stayed
in Calvin’s guest rooms.
Brian said he enjoys his monthly
meetings with the men’s group
that feature speakers and field
trips. The meetings are the first
Monday of the month from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m., and Brian said he has
to wrap up by 11 when lunch is
served, or “they get up and leave.”
continued on page 3

Volunteer spotlight: Laura Taylor-Lloyd
A farmer’s daughter, Laura grew up
in Northwest Iowa. She attended
college at ISU and received a BA
in Political Science. Laura began
working in financial services shortly
after graduating, and retired in 2017
after a 30-year career with Wells
Fargo and Deer & Company. Her
primary expertise is in regulatory
compliance and governance, but she
also has experience with relationship
management and project oversight.
Laura currently resides in Johnston
with her husband, Bill, and daughter,
Natalie. They are members of
Heartland Presbyterian Church in
Clive, where Laura has previously
served on Session. She is active in

continued from page 2

The Cooneys said they looked at a
number of options when Jim, who
will celebrate his 98th birthday in
August, was ready for a senior
living community, but they kept
coming back to Calvin. “Most
important: He would remain in
Beaverdale,” Mollie said. That,
plus Calvin’s family of caregivers.
Calvin offers a three-word answer
to the question, “Why choose Calvin Community for Retirement
Living?”: Independence. Christianity. Individuality.
To that, the Cooneys would add:
“Peace of Mind,” Mollie said.

church life and enjoys
participating in the
music ministry at
Heartland. Laura has
undertaken a number
of projects for CROSS
Ministries; including
helping organize
their annual backto-school giveaway.
She also participates
in an ongoing
Contemplative
Leadership group.

comfortable living
arrangement for our
aging loved ones!
When their health
began to decline,
Laura’s elderly
parents moved to
Johnston and Laura’s
family began helping
with their daily
living needs. Laura
currently volunteers
Laura Taylor-Lloyd
as a pianist for the
Devotions service at
Calvin and has begun service on the
L a u r a k n o w s f i r s t - h a n d t h e Governing Board and Advancement/
importance of having a safe and Marketing Committee.

A note from Pastor Lamberts
The cry for freedom is in the On the Statue of Liberty are
hearts of people all around the these lines, “Give me your
world. What a privilege it is tired, your poor, your huddled
to live in America.
masses yearning to
I know our nation
breathe free.” This
is far from perfect,
quote comes from
but where would you
Emma Lazarus’ sonrather live?
net, New Colossus,
which she wrote to
My father, sailed into
help raise money for
New York harbor and
the project. Think too
saw the Statue of Libof all those soldiers
erty and wept like a
that have fought so
baby. He and his famthat we could have
ily had escaped from Pastor Lamberts
the freedoms that we
Soviet communism
enjoy today.
that had taken over his country
of Latvia. Free at last! Thank God I thank God that I was born in
Almighty, free at last!
America and that I live in this
country. I pray often for our
country and I hope that you do
too.
Supervisor
Angela
Connolly
accepted
Polk County’s
award from
Carl Koedam
and Kent
Zimmerman
on June 19

Shall we all sing together “God
Bless America, land that I love?
Stand beside her and guide her
through the night with a light
from above. From the mountains,
to the prairies, to the oceans,
white with foam. God bless
America, my home sweet home.”
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Ann’s Activity Calendar

Join us for classic cars and more!
All events held in the Main Lounge unless otherwise stated

Harp Recital with students of Kristin Maahs Wednesday, July 10 at
6:30 pm

S Q UAR E

Music by Merrymaker Julie Moss Tuesday, July 16 at 2 pm
Music by Switchback returns
Friday, July 17 at 1:45 pm
Antique Auto Club Car Show
returns Saturday, August 3 from
11 am to 1:30 pm in the parking
lot and south lawn. “Classic Oldies” music by Jerry and Jim with
hot dogs and cold drinks for a
free-will donation to the Good
Samaritan Fund.

Calvin Square brings new
independent living options
to the west side of Calvin
Community’s campus.
Townhomes open summer
2019. Apartments and a
Mercy Family Clinic open
fall 2019.
A great time was had by all at our
Summer Art Walk on June 8

View floorplans and more
at calvinsquare.com

