
While we strive to do all that we can 
to keep our residents, family and 
community safe, the recent FDA ap-
proval of the first COVID-19 vaccine 
is a welcomed breakthrough in the 
crusade against this pandemic.  

The vaccine has been known as the 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine, 
and will now be marketed as Comir-
naty, for the prevention of COVID-19 
disease in individuals 16 years of age 
and older. The vaccine also continues 
to be available under emergency use 
authorization (EUA), including for 
individuals 12 through 15 years of 
age and for the administration of a 
third dose in certain immunocom-
promised individuals. 

Acting FDA Commissioner Janet 

Calvin Connection
Fall 2021 • A quarterly publication for friends of Calvin Community

Knowledge is key
Woodcock, M.D. stated, “The FDA’s 
approval of this vaccine is a mile-
stone as we continue to battle the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While this 
and other vaccines have met the 
FDA’s rigorous, scientific standards 
for emergency use authorization, as 
the first FDA-approved COVID-19 
vaccine, the public can be very confi-
dent that this vaccine meets the high 
standards for safety, effectiveness, 
and manufacturing quality the FDA 
requires of an approved product.” 
She continues, “While millions of 
people have already safely received 
COVID-19 vaccines, we recognize 
that for some, the FDA approval 
of a vaccine may now instill addi-
tional confidence to get vaccinated. 
Today’s milestone puts us one step 
closer to altering the course of this 

pandemic in the U.S.”

I encourage you to mindfully con-
sider your impact on the future of 
this pandemic. We all share in the 
desire to see our lives return to a 
resemblance of what they were like 
before we had ever heard of COVID. 
Having questions or concerns about 
receiving a COVID-19 vaccine is 
natural; it is important that you seek 
out reputable information sources. 

As we join together in our efforts 
to keep our community safe, I en-
courage you to consider getting 
vaccinated to help us overcome this 
pandemic.

- Ruth Pline, RN    

Education & Training Coordinator 



Employee Spotlight

New Employees

Jenna Schlawin

Colton Barton

Director of Social Services

I started May 26, 2021 and I am brand new 
to Calvin. I am from Garner, IA and I start-
ed my education at NIACC and graduated 
from Iowa State University with my BS in 
Psychology. I am currently working on 
my Masters of Science in clinical mental 
health counseling at Walden University. 
Prior to coming to Calvin I worked as a 
Marketing Director for an assisted living 
community. 

I currently live in the Ankeny area with 
my brother and I have a cat named Mochi 
and a dog named Elvis. I enjoy spending 
my time with my pets, learning new skills, 

and taking care of my plants. What drew me to Calvin is that this was an 
inviting working environment and it is such a nice community to be within. 
I love working with individuals in long-term care due to building meaning-
ful relationships and making a lasting change in, not only the residents, but 
also the families lives. If we haven’t met, come say hi! My office is on the 
3rd floor at the far south end, right by the dining room.

Controller

Hello, my name is Colton Barton and I 
am the Controller at Calvin Community. 
My wife and I have been married for five 
years, and we have three dogs! In my free 
time I like to spend time with my dogs, 
golf, and be outside in the warm weather. 

I started at Calvin in May 2021, but my his-
tory with Calvin goes back a few years. I 
was first introduced to Calvin Community 
when my wife’s great grandmother stayed 
at Calvin for a short while. A few connec-
tions and years later, I got the opportunity 
to join Calvin Community! The first four 

months have been exactly what I wanted and expected. I have enjoyed most 
getting to meet and interact with the residents here at Calvin. I enjoy being 
able to call Bingo every once in a while for you all as well! 

You’ll see me roaming the halls, but if we haven’t met, please come say hi! 
My office is between Carl and Judy down the main hallway. 

Calvin Square is filling up 
quickly! 

Our townhomes are officially 
full with our kind and patient 
residents moving in by the 
day. Our apartments are 
getting some more interest, 
and we now have three 
residents living over there! 
Connie Wood, our first new 
member of our apartments, 
has settled in nicely (with her 
adorable puppy!). “Great 
size, and new! Lots of natural 
lighting, regular size washer 
& dryer. When something 
goes wrong someone to fix it 
quickly, most of the time it’s 
just getting used to new ap-
pliances,” said Connie. 

Please remember if you are 
an Independent Living resi-
dent and you refer a friend 
to us who signs another Inde-
pendent Living lease, you’ll 
both get a month of rent for 
FREE!

If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact 
me directly at (515) 633-2505 
or at ashley@calvincommu-
nity.org

-Ashley Buckowing, Sales and 
Marketing Director 



Doing what we can
I was going to sit in a dunk tank. It 
was a simple way to attract dollars 
for the work of Calvin Community’s 
Foundation at the annual Classic Car 
Show in August.

When the Show was cancelled due 
to COVID concerns, I was especially 
disappointed – not because I didn’t 
get wet or raise money but rather be-
cause it would have marked a return 
to hosting our broader community 
again. It’s difficult to plan gatherings 
in the midst of uncertainty.

Meanwhile, we can show our grati-
tude for Calvin’s mission in other 
ways. I’m certainly grateful for the 
staff and volunteers supporting the 
health, security and happiness of 
residents. As visitors are again re-
stricted, the work on campus to care 
for one another remains vital.

It is also important to recognize 
Calvin’s promise inherent in the 
Foundation’s Good Samaritan Fund: 
to care for our residents even when 
they cannot meet their financial 
obligations. It is due to generous 
donations by caring individuals that

Foundation Update

What advice do you have for 
kids going back to school?

“Wear a mask.” – Brett S. 

“Study hard.” – Bev C. 

“Enjoy every day and listen to 
your teacher.” -Ethel L.

“Put in the effort now so you 
don’t have to work harder later.” 
– Svea L. 

“Enjoy your time.” – Tania C. 

What was your favorite sub-
ject to study in school?

“Short hand” – Jeanette B.

“Science” – Leanne D.

“History” – Pastor Gundar

“Reading” – Alexandra A. 

“Typing” – Jeri H. 

“Creative writing” – Emily J. 

Back to School 
Fun!

Calvin Community is able to offer 
residents reassurance that they will 
always have a home.

So, while you can’t dunk me and 
we may not gather for fellowship 
and fundraising in 2021, you can 
join me in making a gift to Calvin’s 
Foundation today.

- Ryan Hanser, Foundation Chair

Chaplain’s Corner
and an excellent way to do that is 
by supporting the Good Samaritan 
Fund. The Good Samaritan Fund 
was established so that a resident 
who was lacking funds would not 
have to leave Calvin. Unfortu-
nately we recently had to cancel 
our old car show party that was 
to help with the Good Samaritan 
Fund. Will you help someone 
in need by giving to the Good 
Samaritan Fund? I know that so 
many of you have given before, but 
the need is ongoing. Thank you for 

Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself (Luke 10:27),”and then he 
was asked the question, “And who 
is my neighbor?” Your neighbor 
is someone you can help who is 
in need. How do I know? Because 
Jesus in Luke 10:30-36 told the 
story of the Good Samaritan who 
did exactly that. It is not enough to 
talk about loving others, we need 
to do it. It is not enough to say that 
we have faith, faith is expressed in 
actions. Here at Calvin Community 
we believe in helping our neighbor 

Pastor Lamberts

your support and all God’s people 
said “amen.”  

Give online at : 
calvincommunity.org 

or call 515.633.2502 
today!
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Activity Calendar

October Activities

For more information about vis-
itation, activities and events at  
Calvin Community, please 
call 515-633-2512 to reach the 
Activities Department.

Assisted Living Birthday 
Lunch: held on the first Tues-
day of the month, October 
5th.

Calvin West Birthday Lunch: 
held on the first Wednesday 
of the month, October 6th.

Assisted Living Resident 
Council: Monday, October 
11th at 10am in the Library

Service Project: Make dog 
treats for a local animal shel-
ter! Sunday, October 17th 
at 2pm in the Main Lounge. 

Health Center Resident 
Council: Monday, October 
18th at 10am in the 3rd floor 
Sunshine Room.

Halloween Bingo: Wear 
your black and orange to 
celebrate spooky season!  
Wednesday, October 27th 
in the Main Lounge. 

Piano Music by Betty Ma-
haffey: Wednesday, Octo-
ber 27th at 3:30pm in the 
Main Lounge.

Do you follow Calvin  
on Facebook?

Stay connected at
facebook.com/

CalvinCommunity


